
Appendix 2 

Representation Against Private Hire Fees 2014-2015 

Dear Mr Pitt, 

 

We write as representatives of Harlow Private Hire Trade to express our concerns on the increase in 

licence fees to be imposed on the 1st April 2014, which for the following reasons we consider as 

unreasonable. 

 

Harlow Council has publicly stated they feel that a 1:49% increase in community tax is a fair and 

acceptable figure. Why is an increase average 3% to be imposed on the Private Hire Trade? 

 

In January 2014, you made a statement to Harlow Council that you were restructuring the licensing 

department. Was this done to stabilise or reduce costs? 

 

Why have the large operators fees been reduced by approximately £1500 per annum when 

compared to 2013. 

 

Why has the paragraph on refunds been omitted from the 2014 fees? 

 

Why have some miscellaneous fees been omitted? 

Note that some of these miscellaneous fees increase annually i.e.medical, signs and plates. 

Should Harlow Council put these items out to tender to obtain the best possible price as for example 

compliance tests? 

 

VEHICLE LICENCE  

When the Local Government ( Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 was introduced the maximum 

charge for this licence was £25. Using the Bank of England Historic Inflation Table this equates 

to£152:60 ( the average for Essex authorities) . How can Harlow Council justify the fee of £290? 

 

DRIVERS LICENCE 

The fee of £132 is the most expensive in Essex . Consequently a growing number of drivers/vehicles 

are being operated in Harlow that are are licensed by other cheaper authorities. 

 

Harlow Council claim they have no control or enforcement responsibility on these driver/vehicles. 

By increasing licensing fees they are opening the door to an increase in this situation and raise the 

question of their Duty of Cars and Public Safety. 

 

This fee includes a £5 charge for drugs testing. This is the only trade or organisation in Harlow that 

has this condition imposed on it. This is a clear case of discrimination and has no supportive 

evidence to substantiate for this condition to be imposed on the Private Hire Trade. 

 

When this condition was introduced in 2011 the Licensing Committee asked for a more random type 

testing, therefore it is an enforcement issue. 

In 2011 The Minster for Transport Mr Norman Baker in evidence to the House of Commons 

Transport Committee stated " There are NO powers to charge enforcement on drivers or operators". 

 

Harlow Councils own figures raise concerns that we feel could be questioned by the Audit 

Commission . 

 

PH licences 2013.   200 x £5 = £1000 



Drugs Test.  2013.     12x £35= £420 

 

 

Harlow Council should review for the following reasons this drug test condition . 

 

Is it a reasonable condition 

Is it a necessary condition 

Is. this condition discrimination 

Is this condition legal 

 

Over the year the trade has made suggestions on reduction of licensing costs as we believe that the 

Licensing Department should provide a service that is of a fair and consistent standard that achieve a 

cost neutral status. 

 

Yours Sincerely 

 

A.Foley( Chairman) R. Mossop (Secretary) 

 

 

 

 

 


